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Building a solid future for Manitoba’s beef producers

MCEC Producer Forum seeks
input from cattle farmers

FALL 2009

If you’d like to
learn more about
MCEC, please visit
our website at
www.mancec.com.

The Manitoba Cattle Enhancement
Council was pleased to see that
Ottawa’s $50 million pledge to
support meat packing and processing
facilities is intended to help regions
like Manitoba. 

In his June announcement, Jean-Pierre
Blackburn, the minister of state for
agriculture, said the program will be
"addressing regional gaps in this
sector by providing new marketing
options and lower transportation
costs in areas where limited access to
meat packing and processing facilities
is affecting the growth of the sector." 

"This is positive for our
industry both
provincially and
nationally," said Albert
Todosichuk, vice- chair
of MCEC. "Our
national meat packing
industry is already over
concentrated in a
handful of places,
leaving jurisdictions
like Manitoba high
and dry in times of

MCEC applauds Ottawa's support
for regional packing plants

For more information, please contact:

102-545 Hervo Street
Winnipeg, MB
R3T 3L6 

Phone: 204-452-6353
Fax: 204-452-6356
Toll Free: 1-866-441-6232

Email: info.mcec@mts.net
www.mancec.com

Prelude to Grazing School
November 30 in Brandon
We’ve come a long way since the BSE
crisis shut the U.S. border to Canadian
cattle in 2003. A lot has been learned.

There is room for real optimism
for the future of the beef
industry in Manitoba if 
we identify our common

challenges and
capitalize on our
strengths. This fall,

the Manitoba Cattle
Enhancement Council

will ask the province’s
cattle producers and other
industry stakeholders to
help it identify the key
issues to be addressed 
in the years ahead. 

“We’ve had some success 
in our first three years in an

especially tough environment. We’ve
invested in some new initiatives,
reviewed many opportunities and
lobbied hard on behalf of producers.
As a result, we’re closer than ever 
to bringing federally-certified
slaughtering and processing capacity
back to the province,” said Chair Neil
Van Ryssel. “This fall, we’re looking for
producers to tell us in their own words

the challenges they continue to face 
and how MCEC can potentially help
solve those issues.”

MCEC is hosting the special half day
forum for producers on November 30 
at the Victoria Inn in Brandon, just prior
to Grazing School. The free event will
feature some speakers who will address
domestic and international value chain
and trade initiatives. But primarily, the
forum is an opportunity for producers 
to participate in workshops that will
help guide MCEC’s strategic planning
and to exchange information.

“We’ve always done our best to meet
with and listen to producers informally
and at regional meetings. This is a
chance for producers to have more
direct input into our planning,” said
Kate Butler, MCEC’s executive director. 

MCEC continues to welcome new
proposals for funding on projects that
will strengthen the provincial cattle
industry. The forum is an opportunity 
for interested proponents to learn 
more about MCEC’s funding process.

MCEC thanks its sponsors for helping 
to defray the cost of the forum,
including Grazing School for providing
the meeting space.

crisis. We need to support the industry
in a way that ensures it's healthy from
the producers on up."

MCEC spent months discussing the
merits of regional production with the
federal department of agriculture, the
office of the Minister of Agriculture
and the offices of Manitoba Members
of Parliament. 

"Having regional production is good
because it will stimulate the industry
nationwide to produce value-added
products in multiple jurisdictions for
domestic and export markets," said
MCEC Executive Director Kate Butler.
"Our producers will benefit from
increased competition as well as lower
transportation costs."

The government released more details
about the program recently. A link to
the application is on the MCEC
website at www.mancec.com.

"We're extremely pleased with what
we've seen so far," said Butler. "It
shows that Ottawa is listening and
showing leadership in delivering good
policy decisions."

MCEC welcoming 
new links to China
The Manitoba Cattle Enhancement
Council was proud to help welcome
representatives from the Harbin,
China's POTA Information
Consulting Co., Ltd. on their recent
tour of Manitoba.

POTA was in the province to
establish closer ties with Keystone
Processors Ltd. and to enhance its
trade to Manitoba in general. POTA
has a number of business interests
in Harbin, a major city of nearly 
10 million people in northeastern
China. It runs a large daily
newspaper, and a foreign language
training and vocational school.

MCEC hosted General Manager
Peter Pang and International
Business Development Manager
Judy Pang for a visit to the council's
offices before taking them on a
tour of MCEC Chair Neil Van Ryssel's
dairy operation east of Winnipeg.

The Pangs were reciprocating a trip
that Keystone Processors’ President
Kelly Penner made to Harbin earlier
this year to open business talks with
POTA. The two companies plan to
continue discussions on how they
can do business in the future.
The Manitoba Cattle Enhancement
Council was proud to help 
welcome representatives from the
Harbin, China's POTA Information
Consulting Co., Ltd. on their recent
tour of Manitoba.

Successful organizations do not simply
materialize. It takes time and effort to
make them function properly. It also
takes leadership, which is something
that the Manitoba Cattle Enhancement
Council has had in spades since its
inception when Bill Uruski took on
the post of Chair.

As a former Manitoba agriculture
minister and a farmer himself, Uruski
was highly knowledgeable about the
challenges facing the cattle industry.
The province created MCEC to help
the industry rebuild as it recovered for
the devastating closure of the U.S.
border following the BSE crisis of 2003.

Thanks to Bill Uruski
Under his
leadership, the
council charted 
a unique course 
in the world of
Canadian
agriculture. It is a
kind of venture
capital fund
focused solely on
a single industry
and funded by the
producers in that industry. 

Our entire council thanks Bill Uruski
for his time, effort and dedication 
to seeing MCEC succeed.

Kate Butler, 
Executive Director 
of MCEC

Bill Uruski, past
Chair of MCEC

PRODUCER

FORUM

Register
Today.

Admission
is free.

November 30,
1:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Victoria Inn
Brandon, Manitoba

Cost: free

Register:
(204) 452-6353 or

info.mcec@mts.net




